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Ronda at dusk, perched on the El tajo canyon, a 100metre deep

It is not always that an economist, and an internationally reputed one at that, has the time or

the inclination or most importantly the talent and creativity to indulge in a ‘hobby’ that is far
removed from the world of numbers and statistics.(One uses the word hobby in inverted
commas as when it comes with the level of professionalism that you will glimpse below, it
remains not just a hobby but much more).
Deepak Nayar, a man greatly admired for his grasp on economics, and his refusal to
compromise with what he did not believe would further India’s interests despite the rah rah
about growth and development, has now revealed another side of him that not many knew of..
A brilliant photographer who has clearly put his world travel to good use, capturing the
flavour of the cities he has visited, and doing so with a clearly creative eye that not all have,
with the moments captured in perfect frames.
Faces and Places, is exactly that a journey of an economist armed with a camera, clicking
faces that emote through the lens, and Places that bring out the beauty of countries that we
might have visited but never really seen. And clearly photography has been a passion with
Nayar, submerged under the intellectual, as he tells us of his first Agfa box camera in school
as a 12 year old in school, and his first upgrade to a Voigtlander compact 35mm camera in
college. And subsequently through several more upgrades, his reluctant entry into the digital
world with the Canon that has now almost converted him to the new technology he was
initially reluctant to embrace.
The photographs span four decades, and almost all continents. That the book has been so
long coming is clearly a reflection of the profession taking over the passionalthough here
one has to correct oneself as the profession too is a deep passion and commitment for Deepak
Nayar. Hence perhaps, the struggle with one eclipsing the other until time and family
managed to persuade him to go public with his absolutely breathtaking array of photographs.
The cover photo shot in Edinburgh and the back cover picture of Kolkata set the pace, and the
flavour of what is in between.
This is not a coffee table book as many such books are. It is a journey of insights, and a record
of faces and places that all carry their own story. A must read and see!
Just a few photographs below from
Faces and Places
Roli Books

1. Wrinkles and a Smile,Uttar Pradesh,1970

2. A proud Aztec, Teutihuacan, Mexico, 2009

3. Budding musicians on Grafton Street, Dublin, Ireland, 2012

4. Bicycle among the carpets, Bukhara, Uzbekistan, 2012

